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EXTRACTS 


FROM  THE 

MINUTES  OF  OUR  YEARLY  MEETING, 

HELD  IN  BALTIMORE, 

BY  ADJOURNMENTS, 

From  the  Twenty-sixth  of  the  Tenth  Month  to  the  29th  of 
the  same,  inclusive, 

1868. 


At  a  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore, 
for  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  by  adjournments, 
from  the  26th  of  the  10th  month,  to  the  29th  of  the 
same  inclusive,  1868. 

By  written  Reports  received  at  this  time,  from  all 
our  Quarterly  Meetings  except  Prairie  Grove,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  following  named  Friends  have  been 
appointed  Representatives  to  attend  this  Meeting,  viz : 

From  Baltimore. 


Edward  Thomas, 
Benjamin  Hallowell, 
Benj.  Rush  Roberts, 
Richard  T.  Bentley, 
James  Baynes, 

Thos.  Y.  Canby. 
Benj.  F.  Starr, 
Joseph  P.  Baynes, 


Josiah  Price, 

.  Elias  Matthews, 
John  I).  Matthews, 
Warrick  Price, 
Jonathan  Ambler, 
Isaac  F.  Dixon, 
Abel  A.  Hull,  and 
Wm.  C.  Ilaviland. 
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lieu  ben  Haines, 
Joshua  Hassell, 
*Thomas  Jones, 
*  James  Russell, 


From  Warrington. 

Jesse  Cook, 
*Thomas  Shepherd, 
Elijah  Wright,  and 
Job  Hibberd. 


From  Fairfax. 


Jonah  H.  Lupton, 
Elkanah  Fawcett, 
Nathaniel  B.  Branson, 
Archibald  Robinson, 
Nathan  Walker, 
William  Williams, 
Samuel  A.  Cover, 
James  C.  Janney, 


Wm.  J.  Smith, 

Joseph  Nieholls, 

Isaac  Nieholls, 

Elisha  Janney, 
Chalkley  Gillingham, 
*Samuel  B.  Walton, 
Robert  F.  Roberts,  and 
David  Walton. 


From  Nottingham. 


Wm.  Coale, 
*John  Marshall, 
*Amos  Pugh, 
Joseph  I.  Stubbs, 
*Gilpin  Stubbs, 
Caleb  Thomas, 


Wm.  King, 

Israel  Tennis, 
John  W.  Coalc, 
David  Ct.  McCo}t, 
Wm.  Warner,  and 
Nathan  P.  Harry. 


From  Centre. 
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*John  A.  Blackburn, 
*Azariah  Blackburn, 
Benjamin  H.  Walker, 
*Wm.  P.  Fisher,' 
Caleb  C.  Way, 

John  Way, 


^Robert  B.  Way, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Joseph  M.  Spencer, 
Joseph  Eves,  and 
Nathan  Moore. 


Who,  upon  their  names  being  called,  all  answered 
except  those  to  whose  names  marks  are  prefixed,  and 
for  the  absence  of  several  of  these,  sufficient  reasons 
were  given  to  the  meeting. 
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Minutes  and  Certificates  for  the  following  named 
Friends,  who  are  accejhably  with  ns,  in  attendance 
torn  within  the  limits  of  other  Yearly  Meetings, 
were  received  from  the  Meeting  of  Ministers  and 
Elders,  and  read,  viz  : 

John  D.  Wright,  a  Minister,  from  Oswego  Monthly  Meeting, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Andrew  Dorland,  a  Minister,  from  Saratoga  Monthly  Meeting, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Thomas  Foulke,  a  Minister,  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  New 
York. 

Benjamin  Tomlinson,  a  Minister,  from  Byberry  Monthly 
Meeting,  Pa. 

Ann  Weaver,  a  Minister  and  Eleanor  Mather,  her  companion, 
from  the  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  Green  street,  Philadelphia. 
Susan  N.  Williams,  a  Minister,  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  held 
I  at  Spruce  street,  Philadelphia. 

Louisa  A.  Wright,  a  Minister,  from  Falls  Monthly  Meeting, 
Bucks  County,  Pa. 

Wm.  Webster,  an  Elder,  companion  of  Benjamin  Tomlinson, 
from  the  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  Spruce  street,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  Teas,  an  Elder,  companion  of  Andrew  Dorland,  from 
:  Horsham  Monthly  Meeting,  Montgomery  County,  Penna. 

And  the  following  Minute  Avas  subsequently  pro¬ 
duced  and  read,  viz  : 

John  G.  Williams,  husband  and  companion  of  Susan  N.  Wil¬ 
liams,  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Spruce  street,  Philadelphia. 

Epistles  from  our  brethren  of  Philadelphia,  NeAv 
York,  Genesee,  Ohio  and  Indiana  Yearly  Meetings 
were  received,  and  those  from  Few  York,  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Genesee  were  read  to  our  edification  and 
comfort,  bringing  sweetly  before  us,  the  affectionate 
remembrance  of  our  distant  brethren,  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  same  labor  in  support  of  our  precious 
principles  and  testimonies. 


By  the  reports  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  following  named  Friends  ha\Te  been 
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appointed  Correspondents  for  our  subordinate  meet¬ 
ings,  viz : 

For  the  Quarterly  Meetings. 

For  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting,  Gerard  H.  Beese, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

For  Warrington  Quarterly  Meeting,  Solomon  Shep¬ 
herd,  Union  Bridge,  Carroll  Co.,  Md. 

For  Fairfax  Quarterly  Meeting,  Samuel  M.  Janney, 
Lincoln,  Loudon  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Nottingham  Quarterly  Meeting,  Albin  Cutler, 
Liberty  Square,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Centre  Quarterly  Meeting,  Caleb  C.  Way, 
Half-Moon,  Centre  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meeting,  Joseph  A. 
Dugdale,  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 

For  the  Monthly  Meetings. 

For  Sandy  Spring  Monthly  Meeting,  Caleb  Stabler, 
Sandy  Spring,  Montgomery  Co.,  Md. 

For  Baltimore  Monthly  Meeting,  Henry  T.  Gover, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

For  Gunpowder  Monthly  Meeting,  Thomas  H. 
Matthews,  Cockeysville,  Baltimore  Co.,  Md. 

For  Little  Falls  Monthly  Meeting,  Mordecai  Price, 
Fallston,  Harford  Co.,  Md. 

For  Pipe  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  Isaac  S.  Bussell, 
New  Market,  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 

For  Monallen  Monthly  Meeting,  Abel  T.  Wright, 
Bendersville,  Adams  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Hopewell  Monthly  Meeting,  David  W.  Bran¬ 
son,  Stephenson’s  Depot,  Frederick  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Fairfax  Monthly  Meeting,  James  M.  Walker, 
Waterford,  Loudon  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Goose  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  Asa  M.  Janney, 
Lincoln,  Loudon  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Alexandria  Monthly  Meeting,  Bobert  F. 
Boberts,  Alexandria,  Ya. 
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For  Nottingham  Monthly  Meeting,  John  Marshall, 
Brick  Meeting  House,  Cecil  Co.,  Md. 

For  Little  Britain  Monthly  Meeting,  Levi  K. 
Brown,  Goshen,  Lancaster  Co.,  Fa. 

For  Leer  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  David  Pyle, 
Pylesville,  Harford  Co.,  Md. 

For  Dunning’s  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  Azariah 
Blackburn,  Spring  Meadows,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Centre  Monthly  Meeting,  Wm.  P.  Fisher, 
Flemming,  Centre  Co.,  Pa. 

For  West  Branch  Monthly  Meeting,  Nathan  Moore, 
prampion  Hills,  Clearfield  Co.,  Pa. 

|  For  Prairie  Grove  Monthly  Meeting,  Caleb  Russell, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 

For  Wapsaenonock  Monthly  Meeting,  Jesse  Holmes, 
West  Liberty,  Muscatine  Co.,  Iowa. 

Centre  Quarterly  Meeting  reports  that  hereafter 
he  time  of  holding  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Dun- 
ling’s  Creek,  be  changed  to  the  first  Second  day  in 
he  6tli  month,  at  11  o’clock,  and  the  meeting  of 
Ministers  and  Elders  to  be  held  the  7th  day  preceding, 
it  2  o’clock. 

Warrington  Quarterly  Meeting  informs  that  the 
Mid-week  Meeting  for  Worship  and  Discipline  at 
Huntington,  a  branch  of  Monallen  Monthly  Meeting, 
las  been  discontinued,  but  a  Preparative  Meeting  is 
ield  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  for  Worship  on  the 
'first  day  nest  preceding  each  of  their  Monthly  Meet¬ 
ings. 

In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  this  meeting 
ast  year,  several  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  appointed 
Committees  to  visit  in  Gospel  Love  the  subordinate 
aeetings  and  isolated  Friends,  and  their  reports  now 
eceived  give  evidence  that  the  labors  of  these  Com- 
nittees  have  been  blessed. 
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It  was  directed  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  Nottingham  Quarterly  Meeting,  and 
forwarded  in  the  report  of  that  Quarter  to  this  meet¬ 
ing,  be  inserted  in  our  extracts.  It  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

To  the  Quarterly  Meeting  : 

Dear  Friends: — The  Committee  appointed  by  the  i 
advice  of  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  to  visit  in  Gos- 
pel  Love  the  Subordinate  Meetings,  and  the  isolated 
members  as  way  might  open,  Report:  That  notwith¬ 
standing,  many  of  us  have  felt  the  want  of  a  proper 
qualification  for  this  important  service,  we  have  been 
made  willing  to  submit,  and  have  attended  all  the 
meetings. 

In  regard  to  visiting  isolated  Friends,  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  not  to  discriminate  between  families,  and  we 
have  therefore  visited  nearly  all  the  members  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Quarter,  and  although  we  have  found 
weakness  to  prevail  to  some  extent,  yet  we  have  been 
encouraged  in  believing,  that  the  care  and  concern  of 
the  Quarterly  meeting  has  been  appreciated  by  most 
of  our  members. 

The  visits  of  your  Committee  have  been  received 
in  much  kindness,  and  a  concern  manifested  that  we 
may  more  generally  be  careful  to  live  the  life  of  the 
righteous  in  our  common  walks  of  life,  and  be  better  » 
prepared  to  attend  all  our  religious  meetings;  that 
we  may  again  be  permitted  to  dwell  under  that  t 
canopy  of  love  which  so  manifestly  lived  in  the  hearts 
of  our  predecessors. 

The  Committee  are  more  than  ever  convinced  of 
the  important  duty  of  a  more  social  and  religious 
intercourse  amongst  our  members,  and  feel  a  concern  [( 
to  recommend  to.  all  of  us,  to  prayerfully  seek  for  a  p, 
qualification  to  be  useful  to,  and  encourage  each  { 
other,  to  a  more  faithful  attendance  of  our  religious 
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neetings,  not  only  on  first-days,  but  also  those  held 
lear  the  middle  of  the  week.  Truly  the  harvest  seems 
o  be  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  too  few  ;  pray  ye 
herefore,  that  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  will  qualify 
nore  laborers. 

We  are  not  willing  to  dismiss  this  important  sub- 
ect  without  expressing  to  you,  dear  Friends,  the  deep 
•oncern  we  feel,  that  you,  who  have  been  placed  as 
vatchmen  and  watchwomen,  over  the  flock,  may 
rumbly  seek  wisdom  and  strength  of  your  Heavenly 
father,  “who  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not,”  to 
mable  you  not  only  to  keep  your  places  in  the  life 
ind  spirit  of  the  truth,  but  that  you  may  stand  as 
.vay-marks  for  those  of  less  experience ;  and  finally,, 
lear  Friends,  let  us  encourage  each  other  to  seek 
he  truth,  do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly 
vith  our  God. 

Signed  by  direction,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
lee,  by 

DAVID  PYLE, 

MARY  C.  CUTLER, 
NAOMI  P.  BONSAL, 
THOMAS  P.  KING, 
DAVID  G.  McCOY. 

The  Representatives  were  -directed  to  confer  to¬ 
gether  at  the  close  of  this  sitting,  and  bring  forward 
:o  our  next,  the  names  of  suitable  Friends,  to  serve 
: his  meeting  as  Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk. 

Then  adjourned  to  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

On  assembling  in  the  afternoon,  Chalkley  Gilling- 
lam,  on  behalf  of  the  representatives,  reported  that 
:hey  had  conferred  together,  and  were  united  in  pro¬ 
posing  William  Wood  for  Clerk,  and  Levi  K.  Brown  for 
Assistant  Clerk ;  who,  being  separately  considered 
by  the  meeting,  were  united  with,  and  the  Friends 
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named  were  accordingly  appointed  to  the  service  fo: 
the  present  year. 

The  Epistles  from  Ohio  and  Indiana  Yearly  Meet 
ings  were  now  read,  giving  continued  evidence  of  i 
living  exercise  throughout  our  borders,  for  the  ad 
vancement  of  truth  and  the  maintenance  of  our  prin 
ciples  and  testimonies. 

To  prepare  Essays  of  Epistles  as  way  may  open 
therefor,  to  the  several  Yearly  Meetings  with  which 
Ave  correspond,  the  folloAving  named  Friends  Avert 
appointed:  Joseph  P.  Baynes,  Wm.  M.  Way,  Dar 
lington  Koopes,  Benjamin  HalloAvell,  Samuel  Town 
send,  William  B.  Steer,  Samuel  M.  Janney,  T.  Bur¬ 
ling  Hull,  Hath  an  Moore,  Jesse  W.  driest,  -Datud 
Pyle,  Joseph  M.  Spencer,  HaArid  G.  McCoy,  Solomon 
Shepherd,  William  Williams,  and  Jesse  Underwood, 

The  same  Committee  was  directed  to  endeavor  tc 
embody  some  of  the  exercises  of  the  meeting,  in  a 
suitable  minute  and  produce  it  to  a  future  sitting,  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Extracts  for  the  benefit  of  our  ab¬ 
sent  members. 

The  folloAving  report  was  received  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Indian  Concern,  Avliich  Avas  satisfactory 
to  the  meeting,  viz : 

To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting: 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Indian  Concern, 
Report.  that  they  have  continued  their  labors  through 
the  past  year,  in  endeavoring  to  promote  the  inte¬ 
rest  and  welfare  of  our  Red  Brethren,  with  unabated 
industry,  endeavoring  to  embrace  every  opportunity 
Avhich  offered,  of  being  serviceable  to  these  people. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  Indians 
on  the  Cattaraugus  and  Alleghany  Reservations  in 
Western  ISTeAV  York,  Avhich  Avere,  for  so  many  years, 
objects  of  our  peculiar  solicitude  and  care,  are  now 
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n  a  contented  and  prosperous  condition,  gradually 
fathering  around  them  the  conveniences  and  eom- 
orts  of  civilized  life,  and  exhibiting  an  exemplary 
,nd  commendable  progress  in  civilization  and  en- 
ightenment. 

A  member  of  our  Committee  in  course  of  a  re- 
igious  visit  to  that  part  of  Hew  York,  was  at  the 
Cattaraugus  lleservation  last  Sixth  month,  and 
'isited  some  Indian  families,  and  three  Indian 
chools,  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction.  The 
Asylum  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Indian  Children,” 
ras  in  good  condition,  and  has  about  one  hundred 
cholars,  boys  and  girls. 

For  many  years  after  Friends  commenced  their 
pecial  intercourse  with  these  Indians,  it  was  an  ob- 
3ct  of  deep  concern  and  labor,  that  they  should  de- 
rote  themselves  to  agricultural  pursuits,  so  that  in¬ 
tend  of  the  precarious  dependence  for  subsistence 
or  themselves  and  their  families,  upon  the  buffalo, 
he  deer,  and  the  bear  in  the  forest,  they  might  have 
attle,  sheep,  and  swine,  iu  their  fields  at  home,  whence 
hey  could  be  certainly  and  readily  obtained.  Promo- 
ive  of  this  object,  a  family  of  Friends  resided  upon 
he  lleservation  for  a  number  Of  years,  whose  kind 
ffices  are  still  retained  in  affectionate  and  grateful 
emembrance,  by  some  of  those  who  were  recipients 
f  them. 

During  the  past  season,  an  invitation  was  extended 
o  the  Committee,  to  visit  the  lleservation,  and  wit- 
ess  the  progress  they  had  made  in  this  direction,  at 
n  Agricultural  Exhibition  to  take  place  about  the 
rst  of  Tenth  month.  The  invitation  was  accepted, 
nd  a  delegation  was  appointed  to  attend  the  exhi- 
ition  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  and  also  to  visit 
he  Asylum  for  Orphan  Indian  Children. 

The  Report  of  that  delegation  gives  a  very  en- 
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couraging' picture  of  the  condition  of  these  Indians 
and  of  the  progress  they  are  making  in  this  interest 
ing  and  fundamental  branch  of  industry.  Then 
were  on  exhibition  fine  specimens  of  working  Oxen 
steers,  and  fat  cattle;  improved  breeds  of  sheep 
both  fine  and  long  wool ;  horses,  swine,  and  poultry 
all  raised  by  Indians,  and  which  would  have  beei 
creditable  to  any  farming  district.  There  were  ex 
cellent  specimens  of  winter  and  spring  wheat,  In 
dian  corn,  oats,  barley,  barley  oats,  buckwheat,  am 
seeds  of  millet,  timothy  and  clover;  a  choice  am 
abundant  collection  of  fruits,  as  apples,  peaches 
grapes,  etc.,  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  and  farr 
and  garden  products  generally,  of  superior  size  am 
quality. 

The  female  department,  too,  indicated  great  an 
unlooked  for  progress.  Here  wei*e  butter,  cheest 
wheat  bread,  corn,  indian  and  graham  bread,  poun 
and  sponge  cake,  maple  sugar,  honey,  a  great  variet; 
of  preserves,  and  every  thing  in  the  domestic  line,  a 
p> repared  by  our  Eed  Sisters,  and  of  very  nice  aj 
pearance  and  excellent  quality.  There  was  also 
great  variety  of  needle  work,  embroidery,  knitting 
and  bead  work,  indicating  much  advancement  in  ii 
genuity,  industry  and  taste.  Indeed,  in  every  dc 
partment,  the  variety  and  quality  of  the  articles  co 
lected,  would  have  clone  credit  to  any  similar  count 
exhibition  by  the  whites,  and  afforded  interestin 
practical  evidence,  of  the  great  progress  these  peopl 
have  made  in  agriculture  and  its  kindred  industri; 
pursuits,  and  demonstrates  the  gratifying  fact,  ( 
their  being  fully  able  to  stand  alone  and  do  for  then 
selves,  and  that  our  Eed  Brethren  and  Sisters,  as 
race,  are  capable  of  unlimited  advance  in  civilize 
tion  and  enlightenment. 

In  the  visit  of  the  Delegation  to  the  “  Thomr 
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Asylum  lor  Orphan  and  Destitute  Indian  Children,” 
they  were  highly  gratified  with  the  comfortable  and 
neat  appearance  of  these  interesting  Objects  of  charity; 
the  large,  pleasant,  and  well  ventilated  dormitories  ; 
the  light  and  well  arranged  schoolroom,  and  the  suc¬ 
cessful  recitations  of  the  children  in  the  great  va¬ 
riety  of  exercises  on  which  they  were  examined,  in¬ 
cluding,  among  others,  spelling,  reading,  geography, 
history,  anatomy,  and  physiology.  The  correctness 
and  precision  of  the  answers  given  by  the  children,  the 
distinctness  of  their  articulation,  the  exactness  with 
which  all  spake  together  in  those  exercises  conducted 
in  concert,  the  sprightliness  of  the  children,  and  the 
manifest  mutual  confidence  existing  between  them 
and  their  teacher,  were  highly  gratifying  to  the  dele¬ 
gation,  and  very  creditable  to  the  teacher,  and  to  all 
concerned. 

In  aid  of  this  interesting  institution,  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  from  the  time  of  its  first  establishment,  have  con¬ 
tributed  a  small  sum  annually,  from  the  Indian  Fund, 
which  renders  this  somewhat  detailed  account  of  it, 
seemingly  proper. 

It  is  deemed  to  be  only  an  act  of  justic,  to  state  in 
this  connection,  that  this  Institution,  and  much  of  the 
progress  which. these  Indians  have  made,  are  mainly 
due  to  the  indefatigable,  and  self-sacrificing  efforts  of 
Asher  Wright,  and  Laura  Wright,  his  wife,  who  have 
resided  on  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation  for  thirty- 
seven  years  past,  and  devoted  themselves  zealously, 
to  the  interests  and  advancement  of  these  Indians, 
giving  up  the  enjoyments  of  refined  society  which 
they  are  so  highly  qualified  to  appreciate  and  to 
adorn,  for  a  life  of  hardship,  privation,  and  labor,  in 
the  civilization,  enlightenment,  and  religious  improve¬ 
ment  of  these  oppressed,  and  greatly  wronged  people. 

The  condition  of  the  Indian  Tribes  West  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  v7e  regret  to  have  to  state,  is  still 
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attended  with  great  unsettlement,  injustice,  and  suf¬ 
fering,  from  which  we  unhappily  can  see  no  immedi¬ 
ate  prospect  of  relief.  The  Committee  have  been 
vigilant  ot  current  events,  and  have  permitted  no 
known  opportunity  of  being  serviceable  to  them,  to 
pass  unimproved. 

The  great  excitement  and  unsettlement  which  ex¬ 
isted  among  the  Indians  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin, 
during  the  summer  of  last  year,  consequent  upon 
the  wanton  destruction  by  the  Government  troops,  in 
the  Fourth  month,  of  the  village  of  the  friendly 
Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  seemed  to  disqualify  them 
for  making  their  usual  preparations  of  food  and  shel¬ 
ter  for  the  winter,  or  of  seed  to  plant  in  the  spring. 
The  winter,  as  we  were  informed,  proved  to  be  the 
severest  that  ever  occurred  in  that  country  since  its 
first  settlement  by  the  whites.  Many  Indians,  too, 
were  forced  to  go  upon  new  and  distant  Reservations, 
late  in  the  season.  The  consequence  was,  that  much 
distress  and  suffering  was  experienced,  and  many 
deaths  occurred  amongst  them.  Friends  were  ap¬ 
pealed  to  in  the  early  winter,  to  lend  their  aid  to¬ 
wards  mitigating  the  sufferings  and  privations  of 
these  Indians,  and  Friends  of  the  six  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings  responded  to  the  appeal,  by  sending  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  settlements  of  the  Indians,  ten  boxes,  one  of 
which  weighed  over  550  pounds,  of  seeds,  blankets, 
clothing,  cloth,  needles,  threads,  etc.,  and  $253,50,  in 
money  and  drafts,  with  which  to  procure  seed  corn  and 
potatoes  to  plant  in  the  spring,  and  any  surplus  to  be 
expended  in  clothing  and  blankets  for  the  Indians. 
Accounts  subsequently  received,  represented  great 
gratitude  among  the  Indian  Chiefs,  as  they  became 
informed  of  what  had  been  done,  by  the  well-timed 
kindness  and  liberality  of  the  Friends. 

Since  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was  first  par¬ 
ticularly  directed  to  the  subject  of  the  Western  In- 
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dians,  these  people  have  never  been  in  a  more  unset¬ 
tled  and  critical  condition  than  they  are  at  this  time, 
nor  one  in  which  it  is  more  difficult  to  see  what  course 
to  adopt,  for  their  protection  and  improvement,  or 
how  to  approach  them  with  a  hope  of  being  servicea¬ 
ble  to  them. 

Local  benefits  might  possibly  be  conferred  upon 
them,  to  a  limited  extent,  but,  unless  the  general  ques¬ 
tion  is  met  by  some  system  n-hich  promises  permanent 
protection  and  improvement  to  the  whole  race,  local 
benefits  must  be  of  comparatively  little  value,  liable 
at  any  time,  to  disruption  and  scattering,  like  that 
which  attended  the  settlements  made  by  our  Yearly 
Meeting  years  ago  at  Wanpaghkannutta  in  Ohio,  and 
the  one  in  Minnesota  at  the  outbreak  in  1862,  where 
the  whole  settlement  was  scattered,  the  labor  of 
many  years  to  all  appearances  lost,  and  some  of  the 
elements  of  the  settlement  transported  to  the  upper 
Missouri,  where  men,  women,  and  children,  died  in 
numbers,  from  hardship  and  starvation. 

Owing  to  conduct  which  we  cannot  justify  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  Indians,  within  a  short  time 
past,  the  current  of  public  sentiment,  is,  in  many 
places,  setting  strongly  against  all  the  Western. 
Tribes.  The  cry  of  extermination  is  loudly  and  ex¬ 
tensively  raised.  This  is  most  unjust  and  inhuman. 
On  making  inquiry  upon  the  subject  at  the  Indian 
Department  at  Washington,  the  Committee  were  as¬ 
sured  bv  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
that  the  cause  of  the  present  Indian  difficulties  West 
of  the  Missisippi,  originated  entirely  from  the  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Government,  to  make 
timely  appropriations  to  carry  out  existing  treaties 
and  engagements  made  with  those  Indians,  to  supply 
them  with  food.  The  Indian  Department,  earnestly, 
though  unavailingly,  urged  upon  Congress  the  im¬ 
portance,  and  pressing  necessity,  of  making  the 
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needed  appropriations,  predicting  the  disastrous  con-  j 
sequences  which  would  ensue,  and  which  sorrowfully 
have  ensued  from  this  not  being  done. 

The  Indian, the  Commissioner  said, is  governed  very  i 
much  by  his  stomach  ;  if  that  is  full,  he  is  quiet  and 
peaceable;  when  it  is  empty,  and  he  can  satisfy  it  in  no j 
other  way,  he  will  steal.  The  white  people  have  driven  j, 
off  all  the  buffalo,  which  the  Indians  reverently  think  j, 
the  Great  Spirit  made  for  them  to  live  upon,  and  all  q 
the  larger  game,  and  the  Government  fails  to  supply 
them  with  food,  as  it  had  promised  to  do,  and  no  al-|( 
ternative  is  left  them,  but  to  steal  or  to  starve.  When 
a  train  comes  along,  they  ask  for  provisions  to  satisfy 
their  hunger.  If  these  are  granted  them,  they  are  | 
contented  ;  if  refused,  they  attempt  to  take  them  by  , 
force.  This  generally  brings  on  a  fight,  and  all  its  t 
attending  calamities.  The  same  cravings  of  hunger, 
induce  them  to  drive  off  cattle  and  other  stock.  It 
wrould  have  been  cheaper  for  the  National  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Commissioner  said,  to  have  boarded  all  the 
Indians  at  a  first-class  hotel  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
than  to  have  incurred  the  expenses  arising  from  the 
neglect  to  furnish  them  with  the  necessary  food  on 
the  plains,  which  could  have  been  done  at  compara¬ 
tively  so  small  a  cost.  ® 

The  outrages  of  which  we  have  recently  heard, 
the  Commissioner  said,  have  been  committed  by 
comparatively  a  small  number  of  Indians.  About  , 
two  hundred  Cheyennes,  twenty  Siouz,  and  four  Ara-  , 
pahoes.  He  thinks  some  of  the  orders  which  have 
been  issued  in  regard  to  them,  are  harsh  and  cruel.  s 
While  he  would  favor  the  punishment  of  the  guilty 
parties,  he  regards  it  no  more  just,  to  punish  a  whole  \ 
tribe ,  for  the  acts  which  have  been  committed  by  these  , 
few,  than  it  would  be  to  punish  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Washington  or  Baltimore,  for  the  depredations  of  [ 
a  band  of  rioters  in  either  city. 
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Although  no  opening  for  active  usefulness  towards 
le  Indians  of  that  country  appears  at  present  to  exist, 
et  the  duty  certainly  rests  upon  us,  and  we  feel  its 
eio-ht,  to  be  vigilant  in  observing  the  course  of 
?ents,  and  when  an  opening  presents,  no  matter 
here,  in  which  we  can  see  a  probability  of  beneficial 
.bor,  to  be  prepared  immediately  to  enter  upon  the 
nportant  engagement. 

As  it  has  been  several  years  since  this  Committee 
■as  appointed,  and  some  who  were  then  placed  on 
re  appointment  have  been  removed  by  death,  and 
re  health  of  others  will  not  permit  them  to  perform 
le  duties  entrusted  to  them,  the  Committee  would 
lggest  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  propriety  of 
mking  a  new  appointment  at  this  time. 

Signed, 

BENJ.  ILALLOWELL, 
SAMUEL  M.  JAN  KEY, 
SAMUEL  TOWNSEND, 

•  GERARD  II.  REESE, 
LYDIA  JEFEERTS, 
REBECCA  TURNER. 
lalto.,  lOf/i  Mo.,  22nd,  1868. 


To  bring  forward  to  a  future  sitting,  the  names  of 
uitable  Friends  to  constitute  a  Standing  Committee 
n  the  Indian  Concern — a  committee  was  appointed, 
:>  unite  with  a  similar  Committee  of  Women’s  Meet- 

1S- 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine  and  settle 
he  Treasurer’s  account,  propose  a  sum  to  be  raised 
o  defray  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  to 
ring  forward  the  name  of  a  suitable  Friend  for 
Ireasurer  to  this  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  were 
ead,  and  the  proceedings  of  that  Meeting  were  ap- 
•roved. 
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To  bring  forward  to  a  future  sitting,  the  names 
of  suitable  Friends  to  constitute  a  Meeting  for  Suf¬ 
ferings  for  the  ensuing  year — a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed. 

The  Meeting  then  adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-mor- 
rOw  morning. 


Twenty-seventh  of  the  month,  and  third  of  the 
week. 

About  the  time  adjourned  to,  Friends  assembled. 

The  meeting  entered  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  state  of  Society,  as  represented  by  the  answers 
from  our  several  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  proceeded 
therein  as  far  as  the  second  query  inclusive.  Much  so¬ 
lemnity  prevailed  over  the  meeting,  and  lively  testi¬ 
monies  were  borne  to  the  all-sufficiency  of  the  Divine 
Presence  and  Power,  which  is  ever  with  us  for  our 
help  and  preservation,  and  much  encouragement  was 
given  forth  to  obedience  and  faithfulness  in  maintain- 
ing  the  integrity  of  our  profession,  in  our  daily  walk 
in  life. 

Then  adjourned  to  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 


Third  day,  afternoon. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  Friends  again  assembled. 

The  meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state 
of  Society,  and  proceeded  therein  through  the  sev¬ 
enth  query  inclusive.  Solemn  quiet  again  spread 
over  the  meeting,  and  the  impressive  exercises  of  con¬ 
cerned  Friends,  were  tendering  and  precious. 

The  clerks  were  directed  to  have  the  Epistles  now 
received  from  the  other  Yearly  Meetings  with  which 
we  correspond,  printed  as  an  appendix  to  our  Ex¬ 
tracts,  for  the  benefit  of  our  Friends  who  are  not  with 
us  on  the  present  occasion. 

Then  adjourned  to  3  o’clock  to-morrow  afternoon. 
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Twenty-eighth  of  the  month,  and  fourth  of  the 
week. 

Theconsideration  of  the  state  of  Society  as  brought 
before  us  by  the  answers  to  the  queries,  was  again  re¬ 
sumed,  and  having  proceeded  through  the  remainder 
of  the  queries,  the  following  summary  was  adopted 
as  nearly  representing  the  state  of  Society  through¬ 
out  our  Yearly  Meeting  since  last  year,  viz  : 

ANSWERS  TO  THE  QUERIES. 

First. 

All  our  Meetings  for  Worship  and  Discipline,  have 
been  held,  except  two  within  the  limits  of  Baltimore 
Quarterly  Meeting;  five  within  the  limits  of  Not- 
tinghan  Quarterly  Meeting ;  the  Mid-week  Meetings 
at  Octoraro  and  Little  Elk,  within  the  limits  of  the 
same  Quarterly  Meeting,  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  year.  Those  held  on  First  Days,  generally  at¬ 
tended  by  most  of  our  members  ;  those  held  near  the 
middle  of  the  week,  and  for  Discipline,  continue  to 
be  neglected  by  many.  Unbecoming  behavior  there¬ 
in,  mostly  avoided,  and  the  hour  of  meeting  is  nearly 
obseiwed  by  most  Friends.  Two  of  the  Reports  state 
that  more  punctuality  in  the  hour  of  meeting,  Avould 
be  desirable;  and  Nottingham  Quarterly  Meeting  in¬ 
forms  that  the  Mid-week  Meetings  at  Little  Elk  have 
been  resumed,  and  are  now  regularly  held. 

Second. 

Most  Friends  appear  to  maintain  love  towards  each 
other  becoming  our  Christian  profession.  Tale-bear¬ 
ing  and  detraction  are  generally  discouraged,  and 
care  has  been  taken  to  end  differences,  when  they 
have  appeared. 

Third. 

Some  Friends,  endeavor,  by  example  and  precept, 
to  eduacte  their  children  and"  those  under  their  care, 
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in  plainness  of  speech,  deportment,  and  apparel;  to 
guard  them  against  pernicious  reading,  and  from 
corrupt  conversation,  and  to  encourage  the  frequent 
reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  But  it  is  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  more  attention  to  the  important  particu¬ 
lars  of  this  query,  would  be  profitable. 

Fourth. 

Friends  generally  maintain  our  testimony  against 
distilled  spirituous  liquors,  agreeably  to  our  Discipline; 
and  appear  to  avoid  frequenting  taverns  unnecessarily. 
Mostly  clear  of  attending  places  of  diversion,  and 
moderation  and  temperance  are  generally  observed. 
Two  of  the  reports  make  an  abatement  in  regard  to 
attending  places  of  diversion. 

Fifth. 

The  necessities  of  the  poor  are  inspected,  and 
relief  afforded  ;  they  are  advised  and  assisted  in  such 
employments  as  they  appear  to  be  capable  of;  and 
care  is  taken  for  the  school  education  of  their  children. 

Sixth. 

As  far  as  appears,  Friends  generally  maintain  a 
testimony  against  a  hireling  ministry,  oaths,  military 
services,  clandestine  trade,  prize  goods,  and  lotteries. 
Four  of  the  reports  make  exceptions  with  regard  to 
military  services,  and  hireling  ministry. 

Seventh. 

Friends  appear  to  be  careful  to  live  within  the 
bounds  of  their  circumstances;  and  to  avoid  involving 
themselves  in  business  beyond  their  ability  to  man¬ 
age;  are  generally  just  in  their  dealings,  and  endeavor 
to  be  punctual  in  complying  with  their  engagements. 

Eighth. 

Friends  generally  are  careful  to  bear  a  testimony 
against  slavery  ;  those  of  the  African  race  in  Friends 
families,  are  suitably  provided  for,  and  some  care  is 
taken  to  instruct  them  in  useful  learning. 
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Ninth. 

Care  is  mostly  taken  to  deal  with  known  offenders 
seasonably  and  impartially,  and  to  evince  to  those 
who  will  not  be  reclaimed  the  spirit  of  meekness  and 
ove  before  they  are  disowned.  Though  one  of  the 
reports  acknowledges  neglect  with  regard  to  some 
offences,  and  another  that  delays  sometimes  occur. 

Tenth. 

Edith  M.  Price,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Gunpow¬ 
der  Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this 
life  the  28th  day  of  the  9th  Month,  1867,  in  the  65th 
year  of.  her  age. 

Eobert  Way,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Centre  Par¬ 
ticular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the 
24th  day  of  the  10th  Month,  1S67,  in  the  79th  year 
of  his  age. 

Mary  Gardner,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Baltimore 
Particular  for  the  Western  District,  and  Baltimore 
Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  19th  day  of 
the  12th  Month,  1867,  in  the  76tli  year  of  her  age. 

Francis  P.  Smith,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Octo- 
raro  Particular,  and  Nottingham  Monthly  Meeting, 
departed  this  life  the  25th  day  of  the  1st  Month,  1868, 
in  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 

Joseph  Davenport,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Balti¬ 
more  Particular  for  the  Eastern  District,  and  Balti¬ 
more  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  26th  day 
of  the  2d  Month,  1868,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 

Martha  Jones,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Fawn 
Particular,  and  Deer  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  de¬ 
parted  this  life  the  8th  day  of  the  4th  Month,  1868,  in 
the  79th  year  of  her  age. 

Edith  Griest,  a  Minister,  and  member  ef  Monallen 
Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life 
the  17th  day  of  the  4th  Month,  1868,  in  the  68th  year 
of  her  age. 

O 
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Jason  Kirk,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  West  Bran 
Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  1 
the  22d  day  of  the  4th  Month,  1868,  in  the  89th  ye 
of  his  age. 

Elijah  Holmes,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Gro 
Creek  Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  tl 
life  on  the  1st  day  of  the  5th  Month,  1868,  in  the  7 
year  of  his  age. 

Joseph  Davis,  an  Eldei’,  and  member  of  We 
Branch  Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  depart 
this  life  the  12th  day  of  the  5th  Month,  1868,  in  t 
78th  year  of  his  age. 

James  Coale,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Deer  Cre> 
Particu'ar  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  1 
the  16tli  day  of  the  7th  Month,  1888,  in  the  84th  ye 
of  his  age. 

Eliza  Brown,  an  Elder,  and  member  of  Goose  Crei 
Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  1 
the  3d  day  of  the  8th  Month,  1868,  in  the  64th  year 
her  age. 

Eleventh. 

Ho  new  Meetings  have  been  settled  amongst 
during  the  past  year. 

Twelfth. 

Friends  generally  appear  to  be  careful,  as  far 
practicable,  to  place  their  children  for  tuition  und 
the  care  of  suitable  teachers  in  membership  with  n 


One  of  the  Committee  who  stand  appointed  to  r 
cord  the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  reported  the  se 
vice  performed. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  revision  of  oi 
Book  of  Discipline,  which  was  referred  to  this  mee 
ing  from  last  year,  now  produced  the  following  r< 
port,  which  was  united  with  and  the  Committee  r 
leased,  viz : 
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the  Yearly  Meeting  : 

["he  Committee  appointed  last  year  upon  the 
vision  of  the  Discipline,  report  that  they  have 
eral  times  met  upon  the  subject,  and,  after  com¬ 
ing  sentiments,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
y  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  any  changes 
the  Discipline  at  this  time. 

Signed,  BENJ.  HALLOWELL, 

Clerk  to  the  Committee. 
Baltimore,  lOi/i  Mo.,  2 6th,  1S68. 


Dhe  Trustees  of  the  Fair  Hill  Fund  produced  the 
owing  report,  which  was  satisfactory  to  the  meet- 
',  and  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  therein 
darned,  a  committee  was  appointed,  to  unite  with 
imilar  committee  of  Women’s  Meeting,  to  bring 
ward  to  a  future  sitting  the  names  of  suitable 
ends  to  constitute  a  Committee  on  Education,  and 
have  at  their  disposal  the  interest  accruing  on  said 
d,  in  furtherance  of  this  object,  viz  : 

the  Yearly  Meeting  now  sitting  : 

The  Committee  having  in  charge  the  Fair  Hill  Fund, 
port, 

L’hat  all  moneys  received  during  the  past  year 
re  been,  as  they  believe,  safely  invested  ;  and  in 
ler  that  the  advantages  intended  to  be  derived 
m  this  source  may  be  made  available ;  the  Com- 
ttee  would  suggest  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  pro- 
ety  of  appointing  a  Committee  on  Education,  to 
:e  charge  of  the  interest  now  accrued,  and  accru- 
j,  and  expend  it  lor  educational  purposes,  in  such 
nner  as  will  best  promote  the  good  of  society. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  by 

THOMAS  Y.  CANBY, 

HI  CHARD  T.  BENTLEY. 
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The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-moi 
row  morning. 

Twenty-ninth  of  the  month  and  fifth  of  the  w7eel 

Friends  assembled  near  the  time  adjourned  to. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  t 
endeavor  to  embody  some  of  the  exercises  of  th 
Meeting,  now  produced  the  following  minute,  whin 
-was  approved,  and  directed  to  be  inserted  in  ou 
printed  extracts,  for  the  benefit  of  our  abseD 
members : 

Soon  after  our  assembling  together,  the  meetin 
was  brought  under  the  solemnizing  influence  c 
Heavenly  love,  and  many  testimonies  were  borne  t 
the  sufficiency  of  Divine  grace  to  deliver  us  from  ev 
and  establish  us  on  the  rock  of  eternal  truth.  T 
love  God  supremely  and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves 
is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law;  for  to  love  God,  is  to  lov 
goodness,  purity  and  truth.  In  this  state  of  min 
the  public  worship  of  the  Most  High  is  felt  to  b 
not  only  a  solemn  duty,  but  a  precious  privilege.  T 
meditate  on  His  providential  government,  and  on  hi 
goodness  and  mercy  as  manifested  in  the  life  an 
character  of  his  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ,  is  an  exei 
cise  well  adapted  to  create  in  us  pure  desires  an 
heavenly  affections,  for  “we  beholding  as  in  a  glase 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  sam 
image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  c 
the  Lord.” 

An  earnest  desire  has  been  felt  that  those  of  ou 
members  who  are,  or  may  be  called  to  the  gospel  mir 
istry,  may  be  obedient  to  the  call ;  watching  unt 
prayer,  and  humbly  following  the  guidance  of  th 
Heavenly  Shepherd,  “who  putteth  forth  his  ow: 
sheep  and  goeth  before  them.”  “There  are  divers- 
ties  of  gifts,  but  the  same  spirit;  differences  c 
administration,  but  the  same  Lord,  and  diversities  c 


iperations,  but  the  same  God  that  worketh  all  in 
ill.”  We  believe  that  all  the  faithful  servants  of 
Dhrist  are  called  to  some  service  in  the  Church,  and 
.hat  their  growth  in  the  spiritual  life  depends  upon 
■  :heir  iidelity  to  their  religious  convictions.  Those 
who  are  faithful  in  the  little  which  may  be  committed 
t  ;o  them,  will  be  made  rulers  over  more;  and  all  such 
will  at  last  be  rewarded  with  the  welcome  assurance, 
‘well  done  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
nto  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 

From  the  evidence  manifested  at  this  time, 
we  believe  a  renewed  visitation  of  Divine  love  has 
teen  extended  to  our  younger  members,  towards 
whom  we  look  for  a  succession  of  testimony  bearers 
in  the  Church.  Much  counsel  was  given  on  the  sub- 
ect  of  the  religious  guarded  education  of  our  children, 
xncl  parents  were  encouraged  to  be  more  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  which  devolve 
upon  them  in  training  the  young  and  tender  mind  in 
accordance  with  the  scriptural  injunction,  “Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old 
he  will  not  depart  from  it.”  In  order  to  promote 
this  very  important  end,  it  is  believed  by  many,  that 
First-Da}’  Schools  will  prove  to  be  efficient  aids  in 
imparting  religious  instruction  to  the  young,  and  an 
earnest  concern  is  felt  that  they  may  be  so  conducted 
as  to  promote  the  cause  of  truth. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  duty  of  parents  to  guard 
their  children  from  the  contamination  of  evil  exam¬ 
ples,  but  this  alone,  without  religious  instruction,  will 
not  avail  to  preserve  them  in  purity,  for  in  the  pursuits 
of  business  they  must  mingle  wuth  the  world,  and 
nothing  short  of  well  grounded  Christian  principles 
can  withstand  the  seductive  influences  that  await 
them  on  every  hand.  It  was  the  prayer  of  the  Divine 
.Master  on  behalf  of  his  disciples, — not  that  they 
should  be  taken  out  of  this  world,  but  preserved  from 
the  evil. 
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The  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  family  circle 
accompanied  by  retirement  of  mind  and  waiting  upor 
God  is  felt  to  be  a  salutary  practice,  and  in  acldi 
tion  to  this  Ave  have  been  earnestly  recommended  tc 
provide  for  our  children  suitable  reading  to  improve 
their  minds  and  promote  their  spiritual  progress. — 
The  earnest,  inquiring  minds  of  the  young  Avil 
prompt  them  to  seek  for  knowledge ;  and  Avherc 
suitable  mental  food  is  not  provided,  they  Avill  oftei 
be  induced  to  partake  of  that  Avhich  is  unwholesome 
or  poisonous. 
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A  tender  solicitude  Avas  expressed,  that  in  dealing 
Avith  those  Avho  have  transgressed  our  rules  of  Disci 


pline,  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  restoring  loAre  maj 


be  manifested.  We  were  reminded  of  the  instructive 


language  of  Him  Avho  “came  to  saATe  that  which  Avas 


lost.”  “How  think  ye?  If  a  man  have  a  hundred 
sheep,  and  one  of  them  be  gone  astray,  doth  he  nol 
leave  the  ninety  and  nine,  and  goetli  into  the  mountains 
and  seeketh  that  which  is  gone  astray  ?  And  if  sc 
be  that  he  find  it,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  rejoicetb 
more  of  that  sheep  than  of  the  ninety  and  nine  which 
Avent  not  astray.” 

The  desolating  effects  of  intemperance  and  the  im¬ 
mense  consumption  of  grain  in  the  distillation  oi 
spiritous  liquors— thus  converting  the  staff  of  life 


into  an  instrument  of  death — Avas  brought  before  our 


A’ieAAT,  as  an  incentive  to  maintain  a  faithful  testimony 


against  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 
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A  concern  in  relation  to  the  use  of  tobacco  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  reading  of  the  epistles,  and  Friends 
Avere  exhorted  to  abstain  from  a  practice  that  is  not 
only  useless,  but  generally  injurious  to  health.  The  pi 
lamentable  fact  that  so  much  labor  is  expended  and 
so  great  an  extent  of  valuable  land  occupied  in  its 
production,  is  a  source  of  sorrow  to  many  Christian 
minds.  There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  this  prao 
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ice  tends  to  strengthen  those  carnal  appetites  which 
var  against  the  soul,  and  we  were  reminded  of  the 
ipostolic  injunction,  “Whether  ye  eat,  or  whether 
*e  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  let  all  be  done  to  the 
'lory  of  God.” 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  in 
■elation  to  the  Treasurer’s  Account,  produced  the 
ollowing  report,  which  was  united  with,  and  Richard 
Iff.  Townsend  was  accordingly  appointed  Treasurer 
to  this  Meeting  the  ensuing  year  : 

The  Committee  to  Examine  and  Adjust  the  Treas- 
irer’s  Account,  report : 

That  the  duty  has  been  performed,  and  the  vouch- 
;rs  for  his  payments  are  correct  and  satisfactory. 

The  quotas  from  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings  have 
oeen  paid,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  dollars  from 
Prairie  Grove,  which,  it  is  supposed,  has  miscarried 
n  the  mail. 

They  find  a  balance  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands  of 
?1, 523.10,  and  are  of  the  judgment  that  no  money 
vvill  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  Meeting  the  ensu- 
ng  year  beyond  the  amount  now  on  hand. 

They  propose  the  name  of  Richard  H.  Townsend 
vs  Treasurer  to  the  Meeting. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

AQUILA  WH1TACRE, 
REUBEN  HAINES. 

Baltimore,  28th  of  Tenth  month,  18G8. 

The  following  list  of  names  of  Friends  to  constitute 
i  Meeting  for  Sufferings  the  ensuing  year,  was  now 
iroduced  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  at  a  previous  sitting,  which  was  satisfactory  to 
:he  Meeting,  and  those  friends  were  accordingly  ap- 
vointed  to  that  service.  The  Clerk  was  directed  to 
inrnish  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  with  a  copy  of  this 
minute  : 
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To  the  Yearly  Meeting ,  now  sitting: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  members  oi 
the  “Meeting  for  Sufferings/’  for  the  ensuing  year, 
propose  for  the  consideration  of  the  Meeting,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  names,  to  wit : 


/^Richard  T.  Bentley, 

J  Edward  Thomas, 
Thomas  II.  Matthews, 
fcjosiah  Price, 

Abel  A.  Hull, 
y  Jonathan  Ambler, 
Isaac  F.  Dixon, 

# Samuel  Townsend, 
Richard  II.  Townsend, 
William  Wood, 

Job  Hibberd, 

Cyrus  Griest, 

Abner  M.  Plummer, 
Joshua  Russell, 

Jesse  Cook, 

Solomon  Shepherd, 
Abel  T.  Wright, 
Nathan  Smith, 

Samuel  M.  Janney, 
William  B.  Steer, 
Daniel  Walker, 

Joseph  Eves, 

Caleb  C.  Way, 

John  Underwood, 
Nathan  Moore, 


Reuben  Wail, 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 


Joseph  M.  Spencer, 
Benjamin  II.  Walker, 
Robert  Blackburn, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
Aquila  Whitacre, 
Robert  F.  Roberts, 
David  Walton, 

James  C.  Janney, 
William  Tate, 

Charles  L.  Wood, 
David  G.  McCoy, 
John  W.  Coale, 

David  Phillips, 
William  M.  Way, 
Levi  Iv.  Brown, 
Thomas  L.  Bonsai, 
Israel  Tennis, 

Joseph  I.  Stubbs, 
David  Pyle, 

Benjamin  Hallowell, 
Joseph  Matthews, 
Asa  M.  Jauney, 
Gerard  H.  Reese, 
Chalkley  Gillingham. 


RICHARD  H.  TOWNSEND, 
WILLIAM  WARNER. 


Baltimore,  28 th  of  Tenth  Mo.,  1868. 
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The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  now 
produced  the  names  of  the  following  friends  to  consti- 
'■0  :ute  a  Standing  Committee,  to  have  at  their  disposal 
the  interest  accruing  on  the  Fair  Hill  Fund,  for  the 
fill  purposes  of  education,  which  was  approved  by  the 
Meeting,  and  the  friends  therein  named  were  accord¬ 
ingly  appointed  to  that  service.  The  Meeting  di¬ 
rected  the  Committee  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  this 
fund  for  such  moneys  as  are  needed  by  them  to  carry 
out  the  intention  herein  stated,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  of  such  accrued  interest : 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  propose  the  names  of 
Friends,  as  a  Standing  Committee,  to  disburse  the 
interest  of  the  Educational  Fund,  met  and  agreed  to 
propose  the  following,  to  wit:  Vm.  Wood,  Ellen 
Eiley,  Edwin  Blackburn,  Lydia  C.  Stabler,  Solomon 
Shepherd,  Maria  Tyson,  Job  Hibberd,  Martha  Sid- 
well,  Wm.  Williams,  Wm.  M.  Way,  Deborah  Hoopes, 
Jesse  Underwood,  Esther  Moore,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
and  Ann  Whit-acre. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  TOWNSEND, 
MAEY  MclvINSTKY. 

Baltimore ,  10 th  Mo.,  28,  1S6S. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to 
bring  forward  the  names  of  a  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Indian  concern,  now  produced  the  following, 
which  was  satisfactory  to  the  Meeting,  and  the  friends 
therein  named  were  accordingly  appointed  to  that 
service. 


Samuel  M.  Janney, 
Benjamin  Hallowed, 
Samuel  Townsend, 
Gerard  H.  Keese, 
Chalkley  Gillingham 


Levi  K.  Brown, 
Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
Lydia  JefFeris, 
Catherine  M.  Smith, 
Eebecca  Turner, 
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are  now  being 


Thomas  II.  Matthews,  Mar}'  G.  Moore, 

Richard  T.  Bentley,  Mary  L.  Roberts, 

Darlington  Hoopes,  Elizabeth  Brown, 

Cyrus  Blackburn,  Lydia  C.  Stabler. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JOHN  NEEDLES, 
SUSAN  H.  JONES. 

The  Meeting  directed  our  Treasurer  to  pay  to 
Elkanah  Fawcett  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
with  which  to  pay  the  rent  for  a  house  in  ’Winches¬ 
ter,  Va.,  in  which  Friends  Meetings 
held. 

The  Clerks  were  directed  to  have  2,000  copies  of 
the  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  our  Yearly  Meeting 
printed  for  distribution  among  our  members,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  directed  to  have  the  proper  portion  of 
these  and  the  Extracts  of  Women’s  Meeting,  sent  by 
mail  or  otherwise  to  the  correspondent  of  each  of  our 
Monthly  Meetings  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to 
prepare  essays  of  epistles  to  the  several  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings  with  which  we  correspond,  now  produced  one 
embodying  the  principal  part  of  the  minute  of  the 
exercises  of  the  Meeting,  which  was  approved,  and 
which  the  Clerk  is  directed  to  transcribe,  sign  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  meeting,  and  forward  to  the  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Genesee,  Ohio  and 
Indiana  respectively. 

With  feelings  of  gratitude  and  reverence  to  that 
Almighty  Being  who  rules  in  the  hearts  of  his  chil¬ 
dren.  and  inclines  them  to  love  and  forbearance;  un¬ 
der  whose  solemnizing  influence  we  have  been  com¬ 
forted  and  refreshed  together,  enabling  us  to  trans¬ 
act  the  business  which  has  come  before  us  in  much 
brotherly  harmony  and  condescension,  the  Meet¬ 
ing  concluded;  to  meet  again  at  the  usual  time  next 
year,  if  so  permitted. 


WILLIAM  WOOD,  Clerk. 


Epistles  from  the  Yearly  Meetings  with  which  me  correspond. 


From  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  held  in  Phila- 
lelphia,  from  the  11th  of  fifth  month  to  the  15th  of 
he  same  inclusive,  1868. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  to  be  held  in  Baltimore : 

Dear  Friends  : — W e  are  again  permitted  to  assem¬ 
ble  in  this  capacity,  for  the  examination  of  our  own 
tate,  and  the  interchange  of  sympathy  with  our  dis- 
ant  brethren. 

The  latter,  we  trust,  will  ever  be  maintained,  and 
nay  we  become,  more  and  more,  epistles  written  in 
iach  others  hearts,  “  known  and  read  of  all  men.” 
>uch  was  the  communion  of  those  sons  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  who,  in  the  language  of  one  of  them,  experienced 
i  new  revelation  of  the  good  old  Gospel,  enabling- 
hem  unitedly  to  declare  it,  in  original  purity,  to  the 
lations  of  the  earth.  It  is  this  oneness  of  spirit  and 
mrpose,  so  characteristic  of  their  labors,  which  we, 
heir  successors,  must  measurably  attain,  before  we 
an  become  qualified  to  place  that  Light  which  they 
leld  up,  as  conspicuously,  and  as  effectively,  before 
nen.  W e  have  beheld  the  day  of  scattering  and  di- 
'ision  in  this  once  highly  favored  people,  gathered, 
hrough  their  faithfulness  and  devotion.  We  believe 
ve  are  now  witnessing  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day, 
vhich  will  bring  union  and  fellowship  to  professors 
>f  the  spiritual  character  of  Christ’s  kingdom.  The 
ipproach  of  this  will  be  hastened,  as  we  become  wor- 
hy  successors  to  their  singleness  of  heart,  their  self- 
lenial,  and  their  zeal  for  the  honor  of  truth. 


Iii  examining  the  state  of  society  as  brought  before 
us,  by  the  answers  to  our  queries,  we  have  been  led 
into  deep  exercise  on  account  of  our  deficiencies. 

The  first,  which  refers  to  the  attendance  of  meet¬ 
ings,  awakened  a  solicitude,  greater  than  most  of  us 
have  hitherto  witnessed.  We  could  not  but  contrast 
with  our  own  weakness  and  shortcomings,  the  glori- 
ous  example  of  the  constancy  and  firmness  of  our 
early  friends,  in  meeting  together  for  divine  worship, 
through  sufferings  and  imprisonments.  By  these, 
they  purchased  for  succeeding  generations,  the  price¬ 
less  heir-loom  of  religious  liberty.  They  labored,  and 
we  have  entered  into  their  labors.  IIow  small,  com¬ 
paratively,  our  task  to  transmit  in  its  integrity,  this 
inheritance  to  our  successors.  If  we  would  do  this, 
we  must  watch  and  work  diligently;  for  at  no  period 
has  Priestcraft  more  surrounded  us  with  its  wiles: 
though  happily  its  power  to  persecute  is  gone. 

In  connection  with  this  first  great  duty,  of  manifest¬ 
ing  publicly,  our  allegiance  to  the  Lord  of  Lords  and 
King  of  Kings,  our  feelings  were  livingly  drawn  forth, 
towards  the  rising  generations.  Many  and  various 
were  the  expressions  of  solicitude  and  concern  on 
their  behalf.  It  was  felt  deeply,  that  if  the  useful 
ness  of  the  society  was  to  be  continued  as  heretofore 
a  succession  of  standard  bearers  must  be  therein! 
sought,  for  the  Christian  warfare  against  the  ruler  oij 
the  darkness  of  this  world,  and  against  spiritua 
wickedness  in  high  places.  By  a  careful  training  it 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  by  leading 
them  in  the  paths  of  simplicity,  plainness,  and  trui 
moderation,  by  encouraging  the  perusal  of  the  H0I3 
Scriptures  and  suitable  books,  we  may  do  much  t( 
prepare  the  heart  for  the  reception  of  that  grace  whicl 
bringeth  salvation,  and  hath  appeared  to  all  men. 

Without  such  care,  we  may  vainly  expect  the  pun 
and  self-denying  doctrines  of  the  religion  we  profess 
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»'l  o  be  held  up  by  our  beloved  offspring.  If  there  was 
d  i  more  social  feeling  encouraged  and  maintained  be¬ 
tween  the  older  and  younger  members  of  our  society, 
t  i  great  advantage  might  result  to  both;  and  if  all 
j’  ,vould  cultivate  a  more  social  and  friendly  disposition 
'!  ;owards  those  who  are  occasionally  seen  at  our  meet- 
ngs,  it  would  be  an  encouragement  for  them  to  at¬ 
tend  more  frequentl}*,  and  our  meetings  might  in¬ 
crease  in  numbers  and  usefulness,  and  our  influence 
be  extended  to  the  advantage  of  the  community. 

It  was  a  cause  of  rejoicing  to  learn  that  the  testi¬ 
mony  we  maintain  in  regard  to  the  distillation  and  sale 
of  spirituous  liquors,  has  almost  cleared  our  own  skirts 
from  these  iniquities;  nevertheless,  the  field  of  labor 
continues  great,  and  we  feel  that  our  efforts  should 
not  be  relaxed,  to  clear  the  community  from  the  aw¬ 
ful  consquences  of  this  terrible  scourge. 

In  the  consideration  of  our  testimony  against  a 
hireling  ministry,  we  were  shown  how  insiduous  and 
persistent  are  the  efforts  to  engraft  on  the  political 
institutions  of  the  country,  those  fetters,  which  our 
forefathers  suffered  so  much  to  break  and  destroy. 
Maintaining  with  more  guarded  care,  a  pure,  living 
gospel  ministry  amongst  ourselves,  will,  we  believe, 
be  a  means  by  which  the  snares  now  spread  around 
them  on  every  side,  may  be  made  powerless,  to  al¬ 
lure  and  to  captivate  innocent  and  inexperienced 
minds. 

Our  meeting  has  been  large,  and  we  are  thankful 
in  the  acknowledgement,  that  the  wing  of  Ancient 
Goodness  has  mercifully  overshadowed  its  several  sit- 
tings.  Through  this  we  have  been  favored  to  move, 
with  forbearance  and  love  ;  rising,  we  hope  to  return 
again,  severally  to  our  habitations,  with  hearts  full 
of  gratitude  toward  the  adorable  Giver,  and  of  hope, 
that  he  will  yet  again  enable  us  to  build  up  the 
broken  walls  of  Zion,  and  restore  her  pristine  beauty 
and  strength. 
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Signed  by  direction,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  aforesaid. 


P 
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DILLWYN  PARRISH,  Clerk. 
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At  a  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  in  New  York, 
by  adjournments  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fifth 
month,  to  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  same,  inclusive, 
1868. 


To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  to  he  held  in  Baltimore  : 


Dear  Friends  : — Upon  the  opening  of  our  Annual 
Assembly  we  were  reminded  of  the  changes  wrought 
since  last  year,  in  the  removal  by  death,  of  some  earn¬ 
est  laborers  hitherto,  in  the  cause  of  Truth,  and  of  the 
increased  responsibility,  of  those  who  remain.  May 
we  do  our  share  of  present  duty,  by  seeking  qualifi¬ 
cation  from  the  never-failing  fountain  of  Divine  Wis¬ 
dom,  graciously  set  open,  in  every  dedicated  seeking 
soul. 

It  is  not  enough  to  know, — “other  men  labored,” — 
but  as  ive  accept  the  invitation  realized  to  be  indivi¬ 
dually  addressed — “enter  ye  into  their  labors,’’  we 
shall,  like  them,  be  exercised  for  the  maintenance  of 
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all  our  testimonies,  and  be  permitted  to  “gather 
fruit  unto  life  eternal.” 

The  reading  of  your  acceptable  Epistle,  together 
with  those  from  the  other  Yearly  Meetings  in  cor¬ 
respondence  with  us,  has  furnished  grateful  evidences 
of  the  chain  of  affection  binding  us — kept  bright  by 
this  interchange  of  greetings, — as  they  emanate  in 
the  Life. 

The  review  of  the  state  of  our  Society  as  indicated 
by  the  reading  of  the  Answers  to  the  Queries,  has 
caused  unusual  expression  from  many  concerned 
minds. 
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arl  Prominent  among  the  important  testimonies  borne, 
?as  that  occasioned  by  the  continued  neglect  of  our 
eligious  meetings.  The  first  meeting  under  the 
rospel  dispensation,  was  cited  as  that  upon  the  Mount 
f  Transfiguration, — a  positive  fact  and  miracle — in 
Much  the  law  and  the  prophets  were  so  pertinently 
j  xpressed  and  fulfilled, — followed  by  the  crowning 
'  ;lory  of  the  last  and  highest  manifestation  of  the 
ove  of  Almighty  God  to  his  creature  man:  in  the 
roice  out  of  the  cloud,  which  said,  “this  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased  ;  hear  ye  him !” 

This  endearing  invitation,  is  extended  now,  in  the 
i;i  lecret  of  the  soul,  by  the  language  of  impression ;  and 
it  the  attentive  introverted  mind  will  realize  the  blessed 
•  effect  of  such  communion,  by  peace  and  assurance 
le  forever.  This  can  be  known  in  our  meetings,  even 
r  though  the  number  assembled  be  few  ;  for,  under  this 
i-  solemn  engagement  may  be  witnessed  as  George  Fox 
expressed  it,  “The  holy  oil,  flowing  from  vessel  to 
;  vessel,”  Encouragement  was  offered  to  all,  who,  in 
these  silent  gatherings,  feel  the  motions  of  the  Holy 
■  Spirit,  gently  urging  to  rise  and  communicate,  to  be 
faithful  in  yielding  thereto.  Many  were  apprehended 
to  be  deterred,  by  supposed  unfitness  of  delivery;  or, 

1  after  a  few  appearances,  followed  by  a  season  of 
silence, — of  thejr  being  judged  mistaken  in  their  call¬ 
ing.  Such  were  cautioned,  in  a  fatherly  manner,  not 
to  be  dismayed  herein,  but  vrith  the  opening,  in  hu¬ 
mility  and  singleness  of  heart,  make  the  offering, 
without  any  view  to  reward  from  man. 

When  we  love  God  with  all  our  heart,  we  shall  not 
be  wanting  in  love  to  man.  And  in  our  words — may 
we  heed  the  admonition  of  the  Apostle,  “Let  your 
speech  be  always  with  grace  seasoned  with  salt,  that 
ye  may  know  how  ye  ought  to  answer  every  man.” 

The  excellency  of  the  plain  language  of  thee  or 
thou  to  a  single  person,  was  feelingly  introduced, 
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as  the  true  exposition  of  love  from  the  heart.  It.  is 
in  this  language  we  address  our  Maker;  why  thenj 
should  we  deviate  to  man,  the  image  of  his  Maker?  i 

The  awful  effects  of  intemperance,  have  been 
dwelt  upon  iu  many  heart-stirring  testimonies ;  .  and 
all  were  cautioned  against  being  ensnared  by  com¬ 
pounds  under  the  title  of  “bitters,”  or  medicaments, 
in  which  alcohol  largely  predominates.  Let  none  es¬ 
teem  himself  strong;  enough  to  resist  undue  indulgence 
in  the  use  ; — but  wisely  forbear — touching  not,  taste- 
ing  not, — handling  not.  Earnest  concern  v’as  also 
expressed,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  tobacco.  It  -was 
believed  to  be  injurious  in  its  effects,  hurtful  in  its 
tendency,  and  a  practice  that  should  be  avoided  and 
and  discouraged. 

The  visiting  of  places  of  diversion,  was  dejwecated, 
as  leading  the  pure  mind  from  the  safe  and  holy  in¬ 
fluences  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  The  unwearied 
efforts  of  Priestcraft  to  extend  its  control,  have  been, 
forcibly  portrayed.  Eriends  were  feelingly  urged, 
to  guard  our  liberties,  by  contributing  in  no  way  to 
the  support  or  encouragement  of  a  hireling  min¬ 
istry. 

Our  testimony  against  war,  has  elicited  our  serious 
attention.  Its  faithful  support  must  ever  be  dear  to 
those  who  desire  the  perpetuity  of  the  Society. 

We  were  affectionately  recommended,  in  our  trade 
or  business,  to  heed  the  circumscribing  influence  of 
the  “Light  within,”  and  thus  avoid  undue  extension, 
beyond  ability  to  manage,  as  becomes  our  religious 
profession.  In  the  treatment  of  those  vTro  have 
transgressed  our  discipline,  our  primary  object  should 
be  to  restore;  and  we  were  exhorted,  not  to  testify 
against  these,  vdiile  there  is  any  hope  of  the  useful- 
fulness  of  further  care.  But  when  labor  is  ineffectual, 
our  testimony  must  go  forth,  in  the  authority  of 
Truth. 
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thi  We  have  been  favored  with  the  company  of  many 
.j.v  ear  Friends,  from  other  Yearly  Meetings,  whose 
ravails  of  love,  have  been  owned  as  calculated  to  re- 
rain  as  a  “nail  in  a  sure  place.” 

In  conclusion,  we  would  gratefully  acknowledge 
he  condescending  love  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  whose 
>resence  we  may  humbly  say  has  been  felt  at  seasons 
vith  us,  enabling  us  to  move  on  from  sitting  to 
sitting,  with  much  harmony  and  brotherly  forbear¬ 
ance. 

With  the  salutation  of  love  we  remain  your  friends. 
I  Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting. 

NATHANIEL  S.  MERRITT,  Clerk. 


I  Zb  the  next  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  : 

Lear  Friends: — The  reading  of  the  epistles  from 
our  distant  brethren,  bearing  evidence  of  that  frater¬ 
nal  affection,  the  kindred  travail,  the  unity  of  purpose, 
and  the  same  reliance  upon  the  one  Almighty  Power, 
while  tending  to  comfort,  instruct,  and  encourage  us 
in  the  performance  of  our  duties,  has  convinced  us 
more  fully  of  the  value  of  this  interchange  of  exer¬ 
cise,  and  that  its  tendency  is  to  bind  us  more  closely 
together,  and  strengthen  us  to  still  more  united  labor 
together  for  the  promotion  of  those  truths,  which  we 
hold  so  essential  to  us,  and  so  important  for  the 
world  to  become  more  intimately  acquainted  with. 

As  the  state  of  Society  was  brought  to  view  in  the 
answers  to  the  queries,  our  minds  were  baptized  to¬ 
gether,  in  an  earnest  travail  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Church,  under  which  lively  testimonies  were  borne, 
designed  and  calculated  to  awaken  and  arouse  a 
deeper  interest,  and  call  us  to  a  life  of  greater  dedi¬ 
cation  and  devotion. 

We  were  feelingly  reminded,  that  unless  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  allegiance  to  our  Heavenly  Father, 
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by  manifesting  to  the  world  that  we  did  truly  love 
Him  with  all  our  heart,  mind,  might  and  strength,  , 
by  our  frequently  assembling  together  to  offer  to  Him 
that  worship  which  is  acceptable  to  Him,  we  should  a 
not  cxpcricneeagrowth  and  an  advancement  in  Divine 
or  spiritual  things;  but  that,  as  we  made  the  fulfill-  ( 
ing  of  the  first  great  Commandment  thus  apparent, 
and  became  really  and  truly  engaged  to  live  it  out, 
we  should  become  assimilated  to  its  nature,  and  thus 
be  led  to  fullfil  all  the  other  duties  which  adorn  the 
Christian  character.  And,  as  the  heart  became  fully 
imbued  with  this  love,  these  seasons  of  public  com¬ 
munion  with  our  God,  would  be  more  attractive  to 
us — for  the  soul  realizes  on  each  recurring  season  of 
dedication,  that  it  receives  a  new  accession  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  of  strength,  to  war  with  its  internal  ene¬ 
mies,  and  thereby  knows  of  being  preserved  from 
their  snares  and  allurements. 

We  were  shown,  too,  that  by  a  faithful  maintenance  ] 
of  our  religious  Meetings,  manifesting  that  in  these 
we  need  no  other  head  than  Christ,  that  these  hours 
of  communion  do  make  us  better  men,  that  they  aid 
to  purify  the  heart,  we  should  thereby  bear  a  power¬ 
ful  testimony  against  a  hireling  ministry  :  for  when 
thus  rightly  gathered,  as  each  mind  becomes  con¬ 
cerned,  there  would  be  witnessed  the  spreading  of  a 
sweet  influence  over  the  meeting,  which  would  evi¬ 
dence  to  each  mind  that  there  was  a  silent  ministry 
m  the  teachings  of  the  Infinite  Divine  Power,  in  the 
secret  of  each  heart  thus  influenced,  far  surpassing 
all  vocal  utterance.  And  under  this  ministry,  we 
would  experience  that  our  comfort,  our  strength,  our 
source  of  encouragement,  lies  not  wholly  in  a  vocal 
ministry,  but  in  that  communion  with  our  God  which 
is  best  promoted  by  these  solemn  seasons  of  inter¬ 
communication  of  the  soul  with  its  Creator,  when 
thus  publicly  acknowledging  its  allegiance  to  Him. 
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We  should,  then,  manifest  to  the  world  around  us, 
he  truth,  that  there  is  a  power  in  our  silent  meetings; 
vnd  thus  as  they  behold  its  influence  on  our  minds, 
will  we  be  enabled  to  let  our  light  so  shine  before  them, 
that  they  seeing  our  good  works,  may  he  induced  also 
to  come  and  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 

We  were  also  shown,  that  if  we  truly  loved  God, 
we  would  manifest  it  by  our  love  to  brethren,  and 
that  if  we  truly  loved  our  brethren,  we  should  feel 
that  we  had  no  right  to  speak  of  their  faults  in  a 
light  conversation.  And  we  were  feelingly  reminded 
of  the  care  we  exercise  in  regard  to  those  allied  to 
us  by  the  natural  ties  of  brotherhood,  and  whom  we 
dearly  love;  and  were  encouraged  and  enjoined,  to 
extend  the  same  kind  consideration  towards  those 
bound  with  us  in  the  same  religious  communion;  and 
to  manifest  that  charity  which,  as  it  is  an  emanation 
from  the  Father,  will  enable  us,  out  of  the  kindly 
j  feelings  which  clothe  the  heart  when  brought  under 
its  influence,  to  cover  a  multitude  of  faults.  And 
here  these  will  experience  that  state,  in  which,  how¬ 
ever  deeply  we  may  have  been  wronged  or  injured, 
the  whole  desire  of  the  heart  will  be,  that  those  who 
thus  wrong  or  injure  us,  may  be  reclaimed. 

We  were  shown,  that  amid  the  conflicts  of  life,  un¬ 
less  we  could  thus  show  forth  the  preserving  power 
of  the  Love  of  God,  and  were  restrained  from  in¬ 
dulging  any  other  feeling,  we  would  not  only  lose  our 
own  peace  of  mind,  but  fail  to  restore  the  erring, 
make  wider  the  breach,  and  obstruct  the  rebuilding 
the  walls  of  affection  which  should  enclose  us  with 
our  brethren. 

The  careful  guarded  education  of  our  children,  has 
occupied  our  serious  consideration.  While  looking 
to  them  as  one  of  the  most  important  means  for  the 
perpetuation  of  our  organization,  and  the  spread  of 
our  principles,  we  were  exhorted  to  encourage,  in  each 
member  of  the  body,  the  occupancy  of  their  in- 
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dividual  gifts,  not  only  in  the  ministry,  but  in  each 
department  of  the  Church.  And  earnest  desires  were 
expressed,  that  there  might  he  raised  up  among  us, 
those  who  would  he  qualified  as  instructors  of  the 
dear  children,  who,  while  imparting  a  scholastic  edu¬ 
cation,  would  he  enabled  to  lead  them,  as  tender 
lambs,  to  the  fold  of  Christ. 

And  parents  were  feelingly  exhorted,  to  seek  for 
that  qualification,  which,  by  first  enabling  them  to 
guard  their  own  conduct,  and  set  an  example  of  de¬ 
votion  and  dedication,  would  empower  them  to  throw 
around  their  loved  offspring  those  safeguards  which 
would  protect  them  from  harm  in  their  infantile 
years;  and  to  instil  in  their  minds  a  love  for  those 
principles,  which  in  more  mature  years  shall  become 
the  governing  motives  of  their  lives;  and  which  will 
preserve  them  amid  the  allurements  and  conflicts  of 
life,  and  enable  them  to  carry  forward  those  testi¬ 
monies,  so  dear  to  us,  and  so  important  to  the  best 
interests  of  man. 

Our  meeting  has  been  unusually  large,  and  we 
have  the  company  of  many  of  our  younger  members, 
whose  manifestation  of  deep  interest  in  the  concerns 
which  have  claimed  our  attention,  has  given  us  ground 
to  hope,  that  there  will  he  a  succession  of  faithful 
workers  to  promote  the  cause  of  truth  in  the  earth  ; 
and  that,  when  those  wdiose  advanced  years  admon¬ 
ish  us,  that  they  must  soon  pass  away,  and  he 
gathered  to  their  final  rest,  their  places  will  he  filled 
with  those,  as  devoted,  and  as  deeply  concerned, 
laboring  faithfully  in  their  several  callings  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  their  God. 

With  a  salutation  of  love  we  remain  your  friends. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  Genesee 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Pickering,  C.  AY., 
by  adjournments,  from  the  15th  of  the  Sixth  month, 
to  the  18th  of  the  same,  inclusive,  1SG8. 

JOHN  J.  CORNELL,  Clerk. 
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a  From  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at 
e  Mount  Pleasant,  by  adjournment,  from  the  31st  of  the 
Eighth  month,  to  the  3d  of  the  Ninth  inclusive,  18GS. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  to  he  held  in 
Baltimore : 

Dear  Friends: — In  accordance  with  a  time  lion- 
r  ored  custom,  which  we  believe  has  had  its  origin  in  a 
love  that  bound  and  cemented  our  ancestors  together 
in  the  badge  of  true  disciplcship,  and  will  still,  under 
nr  the  direction  of  the  same  pure  spirit  of  love  to  God, 
i  and  universal  love  to  man,  bring  into  the  same  bond 
■  of  union  and  communion,  we  again  feel  constrained  to 
address  our  distant  brethren,  believing,  that  through 
this  medium,  the  drooping  mind  may  be  stirred  up, 
the  thoughtful  and  tender-hearted  encouraged,  and 
the  earnest  anddedicated  strengthened  to  go  forward, 
trusting  in  the  might  and  power  of  God,  to  redeem, 
purify,  and  sanctify,  and  bring  all  into  his  own  pure 
and  heavenly  nature. 

In  considering  the  state  of  Society,  our  minds  were 
brought  into  near  and  tender  feeling  with  those  who 
have  suffered  themselves  to  be  lulled  into  a  state  of 
apathy  and  negligence,  in  regard  to  the  precious  tes¬ 
timonies  that  have  been  given  us  to  beai‘,  and  a  voice 
of  warning  was  raised,  that  we  mind  our  calling; 
that  we  suffer  not  this  state  of  indifference  to  rest 
upon  us,  but  that  we,  in  faithful  obedience  to  the 
call  of  true  wisdom,  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God. 

The  neglect  of  the  attendance  of  our  Mid-week 
Meetings,  as  brought  to  view  in  the  answers  to  the 
queries,  elicited  a  feeling  of  much  exercise  and  con¬ 
cern,  and  testimony  was  borne  to  the  efficiency  of 
that  power  that  has  brought,  and  will  still  bring  the 
seeking  soul  into  a  willingness  to  yield,  in  singleness 
of  heart,  to  the  reasonable  duty  of  presenting  our 
bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  hoi}'  and  acceptable  unto 
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God.  The  young,  in  an  especial  manner,  were  ten  p, 
derly  exhorted,  to  remember  the  obligation  that  i 
resting  upon  them;  that  the  preservation  of  Society 
as  an  organized  body  in  the  future,  depends  upoi 
their  faithfulness  to  the  duties  and  obligations  tba 

O 

now,  in  great  measure,  devolve  upon  their  elder 
brethren,  and  all  were  encouraged  to  a  life  of  faith 
ful  dedication  to  the  cause  of  Him  who  has  called. L, 
with  a  high  and  holy  calling,  from  a  dependanee  upon 
the  forms  and  rituals  of  man,  into  a  life  of  love,  ol 
virtue,  faith,  and  trust  in  God.  Hut,  in  order  that  a 
growth  in  this  life  of  righteousness  may  be  witnessed, 
we  must  remember,  that  a  labor  is  required,  to  keep 
clean  and  pure  the  garden  of  the  heart;  that  every 
evil  plant  must  bo  removed,  and  their  places  supplied 
with  those  precious  and  ennobling  virtues,  meekness, 
faith,  and  love. 

The  condition  of  the  natives  of  this  continent,  has 
claimed  the  commisseration  of  many  minds  ;  and  our 
Committee  for  Sufferings  lias  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  concern,  endeavoring  to  do  what  they  could, 
for  the  benefit  of  this  wronged  and  outraged  people. 
And  the  importance  of  united  action  on  the  part  of 
the  several  Yearly  Meetings,  seems  yet  to  present, 
as  the  most  probable  means  of  effecting  a  mitigation 
of  the  evils  that  this  portion  of  our  race  are  suffering. 
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During  the  several  sittings  of  this  meeting,  we  have 

S  _  _  O  O' 

a  feeling  that  the 


been  renewodly  strengthened,  in 
great  Father  of  all  rightly  gathered  assemblies,  has 
been  with  us,  strengthening  us  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  resting  upon  us,  and  cementing  us  in 
the  bonds  of  affection  and  love. 

Finally,  brethren,  it  is  only  by  dwelling  near  that 
great  eternal  fountain  of  light  and  goodness,  that  we 
will  be  enabled,  practically,  to  bear  those  noble  testi¬ 
monies  which  are  declared  to  have  been,  “to  the  Jews 
a  stumbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolishness 
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that  our  visions  will  expand  with  an  illumination  of 
Divine  truth,  bringing  us  into  a  condition  to  truly 
mourn  over  the  disastrous  effects  that  a  mercenary 
and  hireling  ministry  is  producing  upon  the  world  of 
mankind,  it  is  here  that  we  will  know  a  qualifica¬ 
tion,  to  bear  an  efficient  testimony  against  the  evils 
of  intemperance,  and  the  degrading  and  blighting 
influence  of  oppression  in  all  its  varied  forms;  and 
here  also,  will  we  experience  a  qualification  to  train 
up  the  children  committed  to  our  care,  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  exampling  them,  in  the 
holy  virtues  of  love,  justice,  mercy  and  truth. 

With  a  salutation  of  love,  wo  are  your  friends. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting. 

JOSEPH  S.  HARTLEY,  Clerk. 


To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends: 

Dear  Friends: — Believing  the  truth  of  the  Apos¬ 
tolic  doctrine  that  it  is  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Word  that  fellowship  is  known  by  the  various 
!  branches  of  the  Church,  some  of  our  minds  have  been 
introduced  into  fervency  of  desire  that  we  might  be 
engaged  more  diligently  to  seek  for  an  increase  of 
this,  the  inestimable  riches  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Our  fellowship,  then,  not  being  of  the  world,  would 
be  enduring,  being  grounded  in  the  immutable  Word, 
Christ  Jesus,  the  Rock  of  Ages,  which  lives  and  con¬ 
tinues  forever.  This  is  the  same  fountain  of  light  of 
which  the  children  of  the  Most  High  have  ever 
drank,  and  is  that  water  of  which  the  Divine 
Master  spake  when  lie  said  to  the  woman  of  Samaria, 
“  Whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give 
him  shall  never  thirst;  but  the  water  that  I  shall 
give  him  shall  be  in  him,  a  well  of  water,  springing 
up  into  everlasting  life.”  This  water  will  ever  re. 
main,  to  the  wisdom  of  the  natural  man,  to  be  “a 
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spring  shut  up,”  and  to  the  learning  of  men  “a  foun¬ 
tain  sealed;”  but  it  is  to  the  humble  believer  “a 
sister  and  a  spouse,”  uniting  to  itself  the  dearest 
affections  of  the  soul.  And,  as  it  is  only  as  they  par¬ 
take  of  its  life-giving  principles  that  any  become 
Christians,  we  have  been  bowed  in  ardent  prayer  for 
its  increase  among  us,  that  we  might  grow  into 
greater  consistency  with  the  holy  profession  we  make, 
of  being  the  friends  of  Jesus  Christ,  doing  the  com¬ 
mands  He  gives  us,  having  confidence  that  herein  we 
shall  find  fellowship  with  God,  with  his  Son,  and  one 
with  another,  and  witness  an  introduction  into  that 
most  holy  faith  which  is  able  to  make  us  a  temple  for 
the  Lord,  wholly  acceptable  in  the  Divine  sight. 

It  was  by  finding  and  partaking  of  this  fountain  of 
living  water  that  our  early  friends  were  enabled  to 
come  from  under  the  dark  teachings  which  the  inven¬ 
tions  of  men  had  introduced,  and  to  see  the  purity  of 
the  doctrines  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  walk  in  conformi¬ 
ty  therewith,  being  plain  in  speech,  in  deportment 
and  apparel,  just  in  dealing  and  truthful  in  all  things, 
not  making  profession  of  (hat  which  they  did  not  pos¬ 
sess.  And  as  they  were  faithful  to  the  light  unfolded 
to  them,  they  became  powerful  instruments  in  the 
earth,  to  break  the  veil  of  superstition  and  ignorance. 

Having  in  themselves  first  witnessed  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  its  refining  power,  and  being  brought  into 
consistency  in  life  and  conversation,  they  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  go  forth  as  witnesses,  and  faithfully  bear 
testimony  to  the  truth  ;  and  the  same  power  remains 
to  be  the  only  qualifying  influence  for  any  good 
word  or  work.  It  is  it  only  that  can  enable  us  to 
overcome  any  evil,  to  build  up  our  waste  places,  to 
hold  up  the  principles  of  Truth  and  Righteousness  in 
the  earth,  or  to  realize  the  redemption  of  the  soul.  It 
is  it  that  will  crown  our  solemn  assemblies  as  we 
yield  ourselves  to  its  saving  operations — it  which 
will  enable  us  to  love  one  another  without  dissimula- 


!  tion — to  walk  answerable  to  our  vocation,  the  high 
i  and  holy  calling,  “  Be  ye  perfect  as  your  Father  in 
heaven  is  perfect.”  And  as  we  witness  its  refining, 

,  enabling  power  to  work  in  us  individually,  the  col- 
,  lective  condition  of  our  Society  will  be  improved, 
;()  and  the  cities  will  grow  in  Israel,  and  judges  and 
counsellors  will  be  found  in  our  midst,  wise  in  the 
law  of  God. 

In  reading  the  minutes  of  our  meeting  for  suffer¬ 
ings  the  past  year,  much  interest  Avas  awakened  in 
their  joint  action  with  similar  bodies  of  the  other 
r  Yearly  Meetings,  upon  the  subject  of  Indian  wrongs; 
and  in  their  effort  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  these 
abused  people,  occasioned  by  the  action  of  our  Gen- 
,  eral  Government,  and  the  oppressions  of  unprincipled 
men,  extracts  from  a  letter  of  acknowledgment 
were  read,  from  an  educated  Indian  of  the  ChippeAva 
tribe,  for  seeds  and  clothing  sent  them,  and  setting 
forth  the  great  trials  they  are  subjected  to  by  the 
neglect  and  unfaithfulness  of  our  Government,  and 
contrasting  their  own  condition  with  that  of  their 
;  brother  Chippewas  in  Canada,  who  are  measurably 
civilized  and  educated,  and  are  happily  situated  on 
farms,  and  have  schools  and  meetings  of  their  OAvn, 
feeling  equaj,  in  many  respects  to  their  white  neigh¬ 
bors.  This  he  attributed  to  the  kind,  just,  and  pro¬ 
tective  policy  of  the  Canadian  Government,  as  con¬ 
trasted  Avith  our  own. 

Your  epistle  of  last  year  has  been  received,  and 
Avas  acceptable  and  refreshing  to  us,  as  also  the  com¬ 
pany  of  several  Friends  from  other  Yearly  Meetings. 

Having  been  graciously  permitted  to  feel  a  measure 
of  the  excellence,  and  beauty,  and  poAver,  and  glory 
of  the  Divine  life  tendering  and  cementing  us  to¬ 
gether,  we  affectionately  salute  and  bid  you  farewell. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  Indiana 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  1st  of  10th  month, 
1868.  WILLIAM  PARRY,  Clerk. 


